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 On behalf of all of the sponsors and contributors who have helped to 

develop the Valley East Today Virtual Community Centre, it gives me great 

pleasure to introduce the PDF Version of the Valley East Today Weekly 

Community News Magazine. I hope you enjoy the articles, photos, special 

features and business information that we will be bringing you each week 

using the power of the internet. I also encourage you to forward this copy to 

everyone you know so that we can spread the message about how proud we 

are of the people making a difference in this community.  

 

Robert Kirwan, Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 

http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/
mailto:rkirwan@infocomcanada.com


REFLECTIONS ON LIFE BY ROBERT KIRWAN 

ñEducation & Career Planning Is One of the Most 

Important Responsibilities of Family Managersò 

 
   If you are a parent, you really 

donôt need to be reminded about 

the importance of education. 

What goes on at school has an 

impact on every single facet of 

family life from the time your 

youngest child enters Junior 

Kindergarten until the day he or 

she finally decides that it is time 

to leave the classroom and enter 

the world of work. 

    

   Many parents today donôt 

realize, however, just how 

different things were when they were going through the 

system. It sure seemed a whole lot easier to deal with 

school matters when my own children were growing up.  

Homework was less difficult to understand and I had no 

trouble helping my children with their assignments. Most 

of the time we just let the school take care of education 

responsibilities. Come to think of it, everything about life 

seemed so much easier to deal with. 

    

   Times are different today ï in everything, not just 

education. Parents are no longer just parents: they are 

ñFamily Managersò with responsibilities that include a 

wide variety of functions, including the management of the 

education and career planning of their children. In other 

words, todayôs parents MUST take an active role in the 

education program of their children. They have no choice 

and it is imperative that they fully understand the 

implications of provincial testing; IPRC meetings; IEP 

requirements; special education and resource support; 

academic vs applied levels of study in high school; college 

vs university vs apprenticeship options; report cards that 

have numbers from 1 to 4 instead of percents and letters; 

etc. 

    

   Many parents are left in a total state of confusion, making 

an attempt to become involved by ñhelpingò with 

homework until they recognize that the math being taught 

in school today does not look like the math they were 

taught 20 or 30 years ago. They try as hard as they can to 

ñforceò their children to keep up with assignments and to 

get high marks but this often leads to an elevated level of 

stress in the home and a negative attitude towards 

education among the children. 

    

   Todayôs parents have no choice! They must accept their 

role as ñFamily Managersò and within that organizational 

structure of the family falls the management of Learning 

and Education programs for children. 

    

   This can mean measures that include anywhere from 

home schooling to private schools and everything in 

between from regular schools to special schools to private 

tutoring. Whatever it takes, it is your responsibility as the 

ñFamily Managerò to make sure that effective learning 

takes place for all members of your ñteamò ï yourself 

included. 

    

   The primary responsibility for educating your child is no 

longer the job of the schools. It is your job as a parent and 

how you manage your choice of schools and your 

understanding of the school system is critical to your 

performance as the ñFamily Managerò. 

    

   You must find time to visit your child's school once in a 

while. Talk to the teacher and principal. And donôt just talk 

about the weather. Talk about substance and become better 

acquainted with the programs. Ask for explanations. 

Question policies and philosophies with which you 

disagree. Visit web sites and check things out. 

    

   Whatever you do, DONôT DO NOTHING! Your job as a 

ñFamily Managerò is the most important job you will ever 

have in your life. Be good at it! 

 

Have a good week! 

 
    

"We could change the world tomorrow 
if all the millions of people around the 

world acted the way they believe."  
 

~Jane Goodall  

"A journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step."  

 
~Chinese Proverb  

 



 
New Orleans Pizza - A Proud Sponsor of Valley East Days 2010 

Vicky and Mike, co-owners of the New Orleans Pizza in Val Caron are always looking for 
ways to help promote community spirit and generate excitement in the community. They have 
many specials, such as the Lunch Special on the display to the left, and many others on their 
web site link   

In addition, Vicky wanted to let everyone know that they are proud to be sponsors of Valley 
East Days once again. Valley East Days will be held August 20 to 22 this summer at the 
Centennial Arena in Hanmer.  

New Orleans Pizza will be offering a special deal during the month of August which will allow 
students to get $1 off their admission to the teen dance. 

Make sure you visit the Valley East Today Corporate Web Page for New Orleanôs Pizza by 
clicking the following link: 

http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/newsmagazine/Corporate%20Profiles/new_orleans_pizza.htm  

 

Vicky Wydra and her brother Mike 

Villeneuve, shown in the above photo, 

along with their mother, Joan 

Villeneuve, are co-owners of both the 

Val Caron and Lasalle Blvd. locations 

of New Orleans Pizza. There are a 

total of six (6) New Orleans Pizza 

locations in the City of Greater 

Sudbury which are part of a chain of 

75 individually-owned establishments 

which have evolved to cover most of 

Ontario since the company was first 

founded in 1978. Vicky, Mike and 

Joan are also going out of their way to 

add some unique personal touches to 

their establishments in Val Caron and 

at the Lasalle locations. If you have a 

group that is looking for catering 

services, just contact one of the co-

owners and discuss how New Orleans 

Pizza can help you serve your group 

with everything from pizza to sub 

platters. The pricing is extremely 

reasonable and it may help you make 

your occasion that much more special, 

whether it is for a birthday party or 

just the guys over to watch the big 

game on tv. School tours are also 

something that Vicky, Mike and Joan 

love to provide. All teachers are urged 

to phone to set up a tour for the class. 

If you are on Facebook, you can join 

the Facebook site to keep up to date 

with what is happening at the Lasalle 

and Val Caron locations.

http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/newsmagazine/Corporate%20Profiles/new_orleans_pizza.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sudbury-ON/New-Orleans-Pizza-Sudbury/84378226691?ref=sgm&v=wall


The Day Will Soon Come When Every Family Turns To A 
Personal Learning Coach To Help Their Children With 
Educational Challenges 

 
If current trends continue, it won't be long before every family with 
school-aged children has their own Personal Learning Coach to help 
their children overcome the challenges of obtaining their education and 
career goals. And when you think about it, there is absolutely no reason 
why any parent should feel obligated to "go it alone" when it comes to 
making important decisions about the education of their children. 
   

Many parents have asked me how they can tell if their child would 
benefit from a tutor. I always tell them that EVERY child can benefit 
from a personal tutor, regardless of how they are doing in school. 
Nevertheless, look over the following questions and see if your answer 
is YES to any of them. If you answer YES to any of the questions, then 
you really should check into getting a tutor for your child.  

1. Were your child's grades starting to fall last year despite that 
fact that he or she seemed to be working as hard as ever? 

 

2. Were you finding that no matter how long your child spent on 
homework, it was neither complete nor accurate, and/or it was 
not up to standards that YOU find acceptable? 
    

3. Do you feel that your child is showing an increasing lack of 
confidence and motivation, tending to give up easily on 
assignments? 
    

4. Are you finding that your child is beginning to lose interest in 
learning and may even be reluctant to go to school? 
    

5. Do you find that your child becomes extremely anxious before 
tests and exams? 
   

6. Has your child's teacher ever reported disruptive behaviour in class that is uncharacteristic? 
   

7. Do you feel that your child is capable of achieving higher grades in school? 
   

8. Do you feel that your child is not being challenged enough in school? 
   

9. Do you have trouble helping your child with his/her homework and assignments? 
   

10. Do you feel that your child is developing a negative attitude towards school and learning in general?   

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, then I would suggest that you do yourself a favour by going to the link 
below and reading about the various tutoring options that are available to students in the Greater Sudbury Area.  
  

 
  
It doesn't hurt to read, nor does it hurt to pick up the phone and call several of the companies to discuss your concerns. 
You will be pleasantly surprised that tutoring has become affordable and is something that can be as natural taking 
swimming or dance lessons during the year. Once a week is all you may need to help your child achieve his/her true 
potential this school year. 
  



 
JEAN HANSON...RECENTLY RETIRED DIRECTOR OF 
EDUCATION FOR THE RAINBOW DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
WILL BE FEATURED IN A SPECIAL THREE-HOUR RADIO 
SHOW ON MONDAY, AUGUST 30 FROM 5 P.M. TO 8 P.M. 
 

 With the opening of another school year just around the corner, 
Robert Kirwan, host of The Learning Clinic Radio Show, which is 
broadcast on CKLU 96.7 FM from Laurentian University, encourages 
all parents of children in elementary and secondary school to tune in 
on Monday, August 30, 2010 at 5 p.m. when he and his special guest, 
Jean Hanson will be on the air to discuss everything there is to know 
about education today. 
    
Jean retired from a life-long career in education at the end of July. She 
was the Director of Education for the Rainbow District School Board 
and has served in just about every possible capacity there is in the 
field of education. Kirwan, who retired from a 28-year career in 2001, 
now runs a private practice as an education & career development 
consultant in Greater Sudbury.  

   
Kirwan and Hanson will discuss a wide variety of topics during the three-hour show and will also be accepting calls from 
the general public if anyone has questions they wish to have addressed. In addition, if anyone has a question or concern 
that they would like discussed on the show, you can also send your question by email any time before August 30 to 
rkirwan@thelearningclinic.ca  
    
In his capacity as a tutoring agent, Kirwan has worked with parents of children from all school boards at all grade levels. 
He feels that there are a lot of parents in the community who could benefit from insight into some of the issues and 
challenges that are influencing the education system today. In his opinion, no one is better suited to provide this insight 
than Jean Hanson, who has long been recognized as a leader when it comes to making sure that every child has an 
opportunity to develop their true potential as individuals. 
  
If you happen to miss the live broadcast, you will find it on THE LEARNING CLINIC RADIO SHOW  web site section in the 
days that follow. All of Kirwan's shows this year are being recorded and archived for future reference. As well, be 
reminded that you can listen to the show at CKLU 96.7 FM, or you can listen to the live streaming of the show at 
www.cklu.ca So mark it in your calendar. Monday, August 30, 2010 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. when Jean Hanson, retired 
Director of Education for the Rainbow District School Board will be the special guest with Robert Kirwan on THE 
LEARNING CLINIC RADIO SHOW. 
 

An Invitation To All Community Groups & Organizations 

  
It's almost that time of year again! Time for the fall sports and 
recreation groups to begin registering participants in anticipation 
of another season of activity. 
   
Valley East Today would love to help you let the rest of the 
community know about your registration dates, so as soon as 
you know when and where you will be taking registrations, send 
the information to rkirwan@infocomcanada.com and we will 
make sure to post it for you. There is so much going on in Valley 
East every year, so there will surely be something of interest for 
all members of the community. 

 

To submit information  for publication about your group or organization 

Visit www.valleyeasttoday.ca   or Phone: (705) 969-7215 

http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/thelearningclinic/Radio%20Show/radiohome.htm
mailto:rkirwan@thelearningclinic.ca
http://www.cklu.ca/
http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/thelearningclinic/Radio%20Show/radiohome.htm
http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/thelearningclinic/Radio%20Show/radiohome.htm
mailto:rkirwan@infocomcanada.com
http://www.valleyeasttoday.ca/


Dinosaur Valley Mini Golf Is An Excellent Place To  
Enjoy Some Time With Your Grandchildren 

  
I had an opportunity to enjoy part of an afternoon with 

my two granddaughters recently at the Valley's best 

kept secret. You can see us in the mouth of the huge 

dinausaur head. Hailee is on the leftt and Hannah is on 

the right. 

 

Dinosaur Valley Mini Golf, located on Valley View 

Road, consists of 63 holes of fun and excitement for 

the entire family. The award-winning facility, which 

had its beginnings in 1998 as a nine-hole course, is 

now officially recognized by the City of Greater 

Sudbury as an official tourist attraction. 

  

The golf course is owned by Marcel and Josee 

Rainville. It is dedicated to their son, Steven, who at 

the tender age of five was diagnosed with leukemia 

and succumbed to the disease less than a year later. Following his death on May 22, 2000, Marcel and Josee along with 

their children, worked all summer long constructing the 18-hole golf course upon which people now play, in memory of 

Steven and his friend Tyler from Ottawa, and every boy and girl who have fought and are today fighting the fight of 

cancer all around the world. 

  

In 2003, Josee won the 

Tourism Federation of 

Ontario's Inaugural Innovation 

Award, Nominated by 

Attractions Canada. The award 

was presented to her by Brian 

Colburn, Tourism Minister of 

Ontario. She dedicated the 

award to her son  

Steven and all cancer families. 

 

 

 

In the photo on the left is 

Hailee (6), while her sister, 

Hannah (4) is on the right. 

Both girls were enjoying their 

first visit to Dinosaur Valley 

Mini Golf. 

 

Each summer, thousands of visitors enjoy a round of golf or two while walking among the skeletal mammoth dinosaurs 

that have all been fashioned out of metal and placed throughout the grounds. It is a magical experience for young and old 

alike and is truly a place that everyone should visit this summer. 

  

You can get to Dinosaur Valley Mini Golf by driving down Valley View Road.  

 

You can also call for direction at 897-6302, or you can visit the web site at www.dinosaursudbury.travel  

  


